TOPIC OF THE WEEK

DID CURIOSITY KILL THE CAT?

The phrase "curiosity killed the cat" is a popular saying that suggests excessive curiosity can
lead to trouble or danger.

IS CURIOSITY DANGEROUS
SOURCE: ChatGPT

“So the real question isn’t “Is curiosity dangerous?”
It's “What kind of danger am | willing to face?”

The danger of knowing too much,
or the danger of never really knowing at all”

Is curiosity an art?
| think it can be—when it’s practised with intention.

Curiosity starts as an instinct (that little lean-forward feeling), but it becomes an art when you
shape it: what you choose to notice,

which questions you ask,

How long are you willing to sit with not-knowing?

An artist of curiosity doesn’t just ask any question; they ask the one that opens something.
They know when to probe gently, when to press, when to step back and let silence do the
work. That’s craft.

There’s also style. Some people are curious like detectives—methaodical, narrowing in.
Others are flaneurs—wandering, letting chance encounters matter. Same impulse, different
aesthetics.

And like any art, curiosity can be refined:

trained by reading, listening, and watching well

deepened by humility (“I might be wrong”)

ruined by ego (“l already know”).

So no, curiosity isn’t automatically an art.
But practised well, it absolutely is—one that doesn’t produce objects so much as openings.

Is curiosity dangerous




Yes, but only in the way fire is dangerous.

Curiosity can burn. It can take you places you can’t unsee, loosen beliefs that once held you
steady, or pull at threads that unravel identities, relationships, even entire worldviews. Once

a real question is asked, the old answer rarely fits again.

That'’s the risk.

But the danger isn’t curiosity itself—it's unaccompanied curiosity.

Curiosity without:

care — becomes voyeurism

ethics — becomes exploitation

self-knowledge — becomes self-sabotage

courage — becomes avoidance dressed up as inquiry

There’s also the social danger: curious people unsettle systems. They ask why this rule, who
benefits, and what’s being left out. That’'s why curiosity has always made authorities

nervous. It doesn’t obey fences.

Still, a lack of curiosity has its own harm. Stagnation. Certainty is turning brittle. Lives lived
inside inherited answers.

So the real question isn’t “Is curiosity dangerous?”
It's “What kind of danger am | willing to face?”

The danger of knowing too much,
or the danger of never really knowing at all.

It sounds like this isn’t abstract for you.
Did something you learned—or wanted to learn—make this question feel sharp?

ChatGPT can make mistakes. Check important info




