
THE AI TOPIC THIS WEEK IS ……. 
 
A slight change of direction, a new road map. Artificial Intelligence has been released. Is it 
rampant? Can we dialogue with it? Let us give it (dialoguing) a try. 
 
This week's topic: Is the planet a better or worse place than it has been? 
 
Gemini replies: 
 

The question of whether the planet is a better or worse place than it has been is complex, 
with compelling arguments on both sides. It really depends on the aspects you consider and 
the historical baseline you use for comparison. 

Arguments for the planet being in a "worse" state: 

 Climate Change: There's overwhelming scientific consensus that human activities, 
primarily the burning of fossil fuels, are causing unprecedented warming of the 
planet. This leads to rising sea levels, more extreme weather events, and disruptions 
to ecosystems. 2024 was the warmest year on record, and greenhouse gas 
concentrations continue to reach new highs.   

  
 Environmental Degradation: We're facing significant biodiversity loss, with species 

going extinct at an alarming rate. Habitats are being destroyed, oceans are polluted 
with plastic, and deforestation continues. Soil degradation and water scarcity are also 
critical concerns.   

  
 Pollution: Air and water pollution remain major threats to human health and the 

environment. Millions die annually from air pollution-related illnesses. Plastic pollution 
is pervasive, harming wildlife and ecosystems.   

  
 Resource Depletion: Unsustainable consumption patterns are leading to the 

depletion of natural resources, including water, forests, and minerals. 

Arguments for the planet being in a "better" state (in some aspects): 

 Technological Advancement: We've seen incredible progress in technology, 
leading to advancements in medicine, communication, and energy efficiency (though 
the transition to clean energy needs to accelerate). 

 Increased Awareness: There's growing global awareness of environmental issues 
and social injustices. This has led to increased activism, policy changes in some 
areas, and the development of sustainable practices.   

  
 Improvements in Some Areas: In certain regions, air and water quality have 

improved due to regulations and technological advancements. There have also been 
successes in protecting certain endangered species and habitats. 



 Global Cooperation: International efforts like the Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs) aim to address global challenges, although progress towards these goals 
has been limited. 

 Longer Lifespans and Reduced Poverty: Globally, life expectancy has more than 
doubled in the last century, and the percentage of the population living in extreme 
poverty has significantly decreased, although these gains are unevenly distributed.   

  

Overall: 

While there have been advancements in certain areas, particularly in technology and 
awareness, the overwhelming scientific evidence points to a planet facing significant and 
accelerating environmental challenges. The impacts of climate change, biodiversity loss, and 
pollution pose serious threats to both human well-being and the health of the planet's 
ecosystems.   

Therefore, when considering the fundamental life support systems of the planet and the 
overall environmental health, many would argue that the planet is in a worse state than it 
has been in recent history, particularly compared to pre-industrial times. However, progress 
in areas like technology and awareness offers some hope for mitigating these negative 
trends in the future. 

 


