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The future of truth and misinformation is heading toward a world where
reality becomes harder to verify, trust becomes fragmented, and
societies must build new systems to preserve shared understanding.

Grounded in recent research and global risk assessments, here’s a structured,
evidence-based look at what lies ahead.

[1 The Core Shift: Truth Becomes Contested and
Personalised

Multiple authoritative sources warn that truth is splintering into parallel realities,
each shaped by personalised feeds, Al-generated content, and targeted psychological
manipulation.

o The World Economic Forum identifies mis- and disinformation as one of the
top short-term global risks, capable of destabilising democracies and
eroding social cohesion.

o UNDP notes that diminishing trust in institutions and the rise of deepfakes
make it “increasingly hard to establish what is real and what is false.”

This means truth becomes less of a shared baseline and more of a subjective,
algorithmically curated experience.

€ Deepfakes and Synthetic Media: Reality Becomes
Editable

By the mid-2020s, deepfakes have become nearly indistinguishable from real
footage.

e WEF reports that Al-generated narratives now offer “plausible deniability,”
allowing opportunists to deflect from real events.

« UNDP warns that even advanced detection tools may not keep up, advising a
mindset of “assume nothing, believe no one, doubt everything.”




Future implication:

Authenticity becomes a premium commodity. Verified content, cryptographic
signatures, and provenance tracking will become essential cultural infrastructure.

[1 Cognitive Manipulation: Misinformation
Becomes a Strategy

Misinformation is no longer just accidental — it is increasingly strategic.

o Cognitive science research shows misinformation is used deliberately to
undermine shared truth and manipulate public perception.

o WEF highlights psychological profiling and emotional triggers as tools used to
fuel polarisation and influence policy.

Future implication:

Societies will face not just false information, but weaponised narratives
engineered to exploit cognitive biases.

dl | Collapse of Institutional Trust

Trust in traditional authorities — governments, media, academia — continues to
decline.

o UNDP reports that over 60% of people across 28 countries believe
establishment leaders intentionally mislead the public.

« Even scientific institutions face credibility crises due to fraudulent papers and
journal retractions.

Future implication:

Truth will increasingly be validated through peer networks, decentralised
verification systems, and community-driven fact-checking rather than institutional
authority.







